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In the following pages the Author has purpoſely 
omitted all reference to the ſenſe of antiquity on the 
ſubject. He reſts ſatisfied in the Proteſtant maxim, 
<< the Scripture's ſufficiency ;” not that he judges the 
ſenſe and practice of the /ancients to be againſt him, 
far from it; ſo far as he has any acquaintance there- 
with, the reverſe: is true; but he writes for thoſe who 
are more converſant in the ſcriptures. Such as deſire 
ſatisfaction in that way may conſult Mr. Addington, 
Boftzoick, and others on the ſubject ; but eſpecially the 
elaborate performance of the learned Mr. J/all, The 
Author hopes no phraſes truly offenfive will be met with 
in the work; he is not fond of ſcolding; much Jeſs 
about religion; he can with pleaſure ſay that he has 
the happineſs to know, and the honour to be acquaint- 
ed with ſome of a different opinion, whoſe perſons he 
eſteems, and whoſe characters he greatly regards; ſuch 
he holds dear, nor does he value them the leſs whilſt he 
contends for a truth which they oppoſe; he therefore 
moſt cordially commits both them and his performance 
to the bleſſing of © Him who worketh all in all.” 
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SHORT STRIOTURES 
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INFANT BAPTISM. 


en HE 1 jp; * following Ai, 
1 courſe is very ſenfible that there 
are many valuable productions 
on the ſubje& here conſidered; 
wherein the men of letters 2 _ 
leiſure may have their wiſhes 
1 fatisfied ;—hence ſome may judge it 3 2 
gether unneceſſary that any thing further ſhould 
be added; I am no enemy to private judge 
ment, and therefore ſurely not to private 
thoughts; let ſuch continue to think ſo; it 
will give me no pain;—there are thoſe who 
thought otherwiſe, and I have complied with 
their inclination; if in fo doing 1 it ſhall be found 
that any end of uſefulneſs is anſwered as to any, 
though the loweſt and leaſt in the kingdom of 
Chriſt, it will be an abundant ſatisfaction and 
an ample reward. 

Having the illiterate principally i in view, and 
deſigning brevity, we ſhall come immediately 
to the ſubject, and without grounding it on 

"ay 


EF 


ö . 85 3 
any ins FM text, caſt it into che © following 


method, v1z. 

I. We ſhall offer our thoughts on the mode 
of baptiſm, as repreſented in the new Teſta- 
ment. 

II. Endeavour to preve that infants, the ſeed 
of believing parents, are the . of that 
ordinance. 

III. Reply to ſome objections. 2 

I. We are to offer our thoughts on the Mode 
of baptiſm, 2 as * in the New Teſta- 
ment. / 

And this we think is richtly peat by 
ſprinkling, pouring, or waſhing with water in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. The reaſons why we thus judge will 
appear under the following heads of argument. 

I. We ſhall offer ſome grounded on the ori- 

ginal terms by which this ordinance is expreſ- 
ſed, or whereby the circumſtances attending 
Is adminiſtration are repreſented, 

Now though we know the unlearned muſt 
receive upon credit whatever is ſaid conceri ing 
the original as ſuch, yet even they may be 
aſſiſted to form ſome judgement on the mean- 
ing of terms if they are pointed out to them as 
uſed in the inſpired writings. Allowing then 
that the learned diſagree, whether the word 
(tranſlated in our language) vaptize Ropes to 
ſpriakle with, or to immerſe i in water, I think 
it may be evidently made appear that ſprink- 

ling is called baptiſm by an N writer. 
eb. 9. 10. 


© Which 


43. 4 
„ Which" ſtood only in af verſe waſhing 
fay our tranſlators ;—the words are diverſe þ 
875 and the original word, ſays Dr. l ik 
any kind of waſhing, whether by dipping or 


ſprnkfiis putting the thing to be wathed in- 
to the water, er applying the water unto the 


thing itſelf to be EATS: Another ſenfible | 


writer on the place, quoted by Mr. Aadington, 
obſerves that “ all who underſtand the original 
know thefe words do and muſt mean diverſe 
ſorts of baptiſms, it is not ſaid (7072.9) many; 
nor (roll et: * various, but (Aa pop) diverſe or 
differing ſorts and when this word (Zanriehe) 


baptiſms, as here, is joined with (4:00) di- 
verſe it mutt neceſſarily ſignify ſeveral different 


manners or modes of applying water for puri- 
fication under the jewiſh law. Should then a 

erſon now ſay that there is no baptiſm but 
fy dipping, he would moſt plainly: and unde 
niably contradict the e | See vers 1 3. 


19 and 21. 
Moreover the original terms ade oſs 5 is 


expreſs the manner or circumſtances attending 


the adminiſtration of baptiſm, are ſuch as by 


no means neceſſarily imply a going down or 
being put under the water as to the whole body; 


the greek prepoſitions ©», ug, ar frequently ren- 


dered in, into and out of the water might with | 
equal propriety (and I conceive often with 


more juſtice) be tranſlated at, with, to, towards, 


from. Some have obſerved that „ is more than ö 


an hundred times rendered at in the New Teſ- 


Fament, and in an hundred and fifty others, | 


with; 
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with; We might therefore, I am perſuaded, 
read with perfe& juſtice to the original that 
John baptized at Jordan—that Jeſus came up 
from the water, i. e. aſcending the declivity 
from the river into the brink of Wich he might 
probably go for John to pour water upon him 
with his * Philip and the Eunuch 
went down to the water and came up from it; 
and indeed it ſeems to me impoſſible to under- 
ſtand from the original, that the one went any 
more into the water and came up out of it than 
the other, and ſurely Philip did not plunge himſelf 
to immerſe the Eunuch? but we can very eaſily 
conceive that both went down together to the 
water and came up from it, without either of 
them having been under it as to their whole 
bodies. a 

Again, we might argue as many before us 
have done; how improbable it is that baptiſm 
was performed by immerſion in ſeveral inſtances 
mentioned in the Acts, particularly that of the 
three thoufand, Acts ii. Can we ſuppoſe that 
all this vaſt multitude were provided with 
change of garments ? and if not, is it probable 
that they were plunged in the river with their 
clothes and ſent away in that condition? To 
imagine they put off their garments we cannot, 
becauſe decency remon{trates againſt ſuch a 
ſuppoſition. Moreover we are not able to con- 
ceive how the Apoſtles could hold out to plunge 
ſuch a number as muſt have fallen to their ſhare 
in one day, viz. two hundred and fifty to each, 


wich, allowing only three minutes to perform 
1 the 
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the ſervice for each individual, would take up 
(without any intermiſſion) che ſpace of twelve 
hours and an half. If any contend that the 
Apoſtles might be more expeditious, I will not 
diſpute the matter, but muſt conteſs that it 
appears to me incredible at any rate: ſome of 
the oppoſite ſentiment tell us indeed, that the 
Diſciples were called in to aſſiſt the Apoſtles on 
this occaſion. But we aſk where is ſeripture 
authority for this aſſertion ? However it ought. 
not to be wondered at if men at a dead lift- 
ſhould call any where for help. We ſhall now 
diſmiſs the mode to attend to that which we: 
eſteem of inconceivably more importance; yea 
had this only been the matter of debate, I: 
| ſhould ſcarcely have deemed it worth an hour's. 

contention ; fatisßſed as I truly am, that ſprink- 
ling, pouring, or waſhing with water is agreea- 
ble to ſcripture repreſentations of the adminif- 
tration of baptiſm ; yet this reſpecting the mode 
only, I would not lay fo much ſtreſs uponꝰit as 
to deem it a matter of ſufficient conſequence 
to juſtify a ſeparation from thoſe who, not ſee- 
ing with my eyes, judge immerſion the more 
proper way; and that becauſe: ſuch a conduct 
eems to me directly oppoſite to the genuine 
meaning and fpirit of the New Teſtament.— 
But the /udjes of Baptiſm we cannot ſo eaſily 
give up; this is a point we hold dear, and 
therefore with to hold faſt, in purſuit of which, 
we ſhall 
2. Endeavour to prove that infants, the ſeed 
of believing parents, are the. ſubjects of the 


ordinance 
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ordinance under debate. When. we. contend 
that they are the ſubjects of Baptiſm, we do not 
mean that they on/y.,are ſo; we readily n. 
with our brethren the Baptiſts, that perſons of 
adult years who never were baptized in their 
infancy, are, upon their profeſſſon of the chriſ- 
tian faith, to be initiated into the church of 
Chrift, by complying with this inſtitution of 
our Lord; here we have no contention ; we 
allow theſe to be the ſubjects of baptiſm, but 
we argue for others alſo, we put in a plea for 
infants, and we ſhall endeavour to make good 
the claim, by conſidering 

1. The nature of our Lord's commiſſion to FS | 


| Apoſtles, Matt. xxviii. 19.—*< Go ye therefore 


and teach or diſciple all nations, baptizing 


them, &c.” Tis well known that our Lord 


ſpake to men who were Jews by birth and edu- 
cation, to whom the term, Moſes's Diſciples. 
was very familiar; they well knew that Moles's 
diſciples were initiated by circumciſion in their 


infancy, and from ſuch an expreſſion as this of 


their Divine Maſter, they might juſtly con- 


clude that He intended infants ſhould be diſ- 


cipled to him in baptiſm as they had been be- 
fore by circumciſion.— Some may think it 
improper to call children diſciples ; but they 
ſeem at leaſt included, if not principally refer- 
red to in the term, Acts xv. 10. where the 
deſign of the Judaizing teachers, which 18 
mentioned (Acts xxi. 21. ) as a ſcheme for cir- 
cuiciſing their children, is cenſured as an at- 


tempt to * a yoke upon the neck of the diſ- 
ciples.— 
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excluded, and deſigned ſo to be by our:Loxn, 
is evident, ſay the Baptiſts, from the. order of 
the terms in which the commiſſion is couched ; 
they mult firſt, teach and then baptize; and 
whereas children are incapable of the former 
they have no right to the latter. To ſay no- 
thing in reply to the weakneſs of the argument 
that is founded upon the order of words as 
placed in our Engliſh-Bibles (and, as Mr. Ad- 
dington juſtly obſerves, this is wholly an Eng- 
liſh criticiſm :) We may -anſwer, that if this 
argument concluded any thing againſt baptiz- 
ing the Infants of believers, it muſt have been 
equally ſtrong againſt circumciſing the chil- 
£ dren of Jews, and Jewiſh. profelytes ; ſeeing 
* they were no more capable of teaching than 
the infants of chriſtian parents. But, ſay 
our opponents, this is nothing to the purpoſe, 
ſeeing: circumciſion was only a jewiſh rite that 
had reſpect to the land of Canaan, wich the 
privileges - thereto annexed.” The inſpired 
writers are of another mind. Our Loxp him- : 
ſelf ſays to the Jews, -** Moſes gave unto you 
circumciſion, not becauſe it is of Moſes, but of 
the fathers.” John vii. 22. What could our 
Lob mean by this expreſſion, if he did not 
intend hereby to aſſert that circumciſion be- 
longed unto a covenant that was in being long 
before the Moſaic oeconomy was eſtabliſhed ? 
And what covenant, he intends is plain from 
the deſcription, ſaying, it was of the fazbers ; 
which ſurely means the covenant of promiſe, 
FR is =: on 


Th UF jane ©. 


„„ 
on which the Fathers lived by faith, given to 


Abraham in a clearer revelation of it than had 


before been made. Remarkable are the words 
of Stephen on this head, recorded, Acts vii. 8. 
e And he gave him (viz. Abraham) the cove- 
nant of circumciſion, and fo Abraham begat 
Ifaac, &c.” And was not Iſaac a fon of promiſe 
by virtue of, (or in relation unto}. a covenant 
more ancient and alfo more laſting than that 
made with the Jews in and about the land of 
Canaan ? How elſe could the - Apoſtle fay to 
the Gentiles, © Now we brethren, as Iſaac, are 


children of the promiſe,” Gal. iv. 28. But to 
bring the matter to an iſſue, the Apoſtle Paul 


tells us plainly, that © Abraham received the 


fign of circumciſion, a ſeal of che righteouſ- 
nefs of the faith which he had being yet uncir- 
cumecifed.” Rom. iv. 11, 12. And if, after 
thefe plain deciſions of the facred ſcriptures, 
any will take upon them to ſay that circum- 


8 had reſpect only to temporal privileges 
| — * in the land of Canaan, they muſt, I 
thin 


either have eyes very diſcerning, or 
prejudices very ſtrong in favour of their own 
peculiar opinion. To ſum up the matter 
then, it ſeems to me indubitably certain, that 
circumciſion belonged as a ſeal, to confirm by 
a ſenfible ſign or token, the covenant of grace 
made with Abraham, and as the Apoſtle ſays, 
confirmed before of Gop in ChRIST four hun- 
dred and thirty years before the law of Moſes, 
and which, when that diſpenſation took place, 


was to be continued for __ ſame purpoſe for 
which 


= AT ASS 


which it had heretofore been uſed, as well as 


to anſwer an end ſuitable to that oeconomy in 
making it a diſtinguiſhing mark of Abraham's 


feed, but when ſuch à diſtinction was of no 
further uſe, nor was to have place in the church 
under the chriſtian diſpenſation, then it pleaſed 
the Loxp Jxsus to lay alide this rite, as it 
was inter woven with the jewiſh diſpenſation, 
and ſubſtitute one in the room thereof more 
conſonant to the nature of his goſpel, wherein, 
through the diſpenſation of the ſpirit; We 
are waſhed with water by the word. So that 

as children were formerly admitted to the ſeal 
of that covenant, by virtue of which ſalvation 
was obtained-(for ſuch was the nature of the 
Abrahamic covenant) it ſeems to us that if our 
Lon had not deſigned the continuance of that 
privilege to them, an abſolute prohibition 
was neceſſary to ſignify his will; and til we 
find ſuch a prohibition declared in his word, 
we ſhall continue to think them entitled the 
privilege for which we. plead. Upon the 

whole, we cannot fee. any reaſon to conclude 
that infants are not comprehended in the com- 
miſſion, but on the contrary, every reaſon to 
believe that they are intended in the way and 
manner and on the grounds pleaded for; that 
 whereſoever the Apoſtle's miniſtry was ſucceſs- 
ſul in turning any to the faith and ſo bringing 
them to partake of the covenant confirmed of 
Gop in CHRIST, their children were to be ad- 


mitted to the ſeal of that covenant, even as © 


thoſe 'of Jewiſh profelytes had been admitted 
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to it by circumciſion ; otherwiſe, in this in- 
ſtance, as ſome have obſerved, the privileges 
of the church would not be enlarged, bur 
abridged, by the goſpel diſpenſation; . but 
granting that for which we plead, we fee an 
old teſtament prediction eminently verified, 
which foretold, ſaying, © Their children ſhall 
be u chene, Fer. u. 20,40 -.- 2 
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Tis acknowledged that the Prophet has a very apparent 
reference to the Jews as returning from their captive tate in 
Babylon to the poſſeſſion of their own land; and the enjoy - 
ment of their former privileges; - but I think it muſt alſo be 
confeſſed that he has ultimately in view an event far more 
noble and grand than the above, and which evidently points 
to the days of the Meſſiah and the eſtabliſnment of his king- 
dom in the world.—Let any attentive Reader remark the 
21ſt v. and conſider if this is not the caſe.—** And their 
Governor ſhall proceed from the midſt of them, &c.— The 
Hebrew word Addiro is in the ſingular number, and literally 
ſignifies their Mighty One, a title given to Gop himſelf, 
Pf. Ixxxxiii. 4. and to a mighty angel, Iſa. x. 34. probably 
the Lagos or Son of Gop. The ſenſe is, they ſhall no more 
be governed by ſtrangers, but ſhall have a ruler of their own 
nation, ſuch as was Zorobabel, a figure of Chriſt. Lowth 
again on the following words, For who is this that engaged 
his heart to approach unto me, ſaith the LoRD?“ he remarks 
thus, For who is there but the . that is ſo entirely 
devoted to my ſervice? See Pſ. xl. 8. Job. iv. 34. xiv. 31. 
The words, Mihu Ze, who is this! have an emphaſis in 

the original, that cannot be expreſſed in another language, 
and are ſpoken by way of admiration. The very ſame phraſe 
is uſed, P{. xxiv. 10. and is generally expounded of the 
Melfag. —In this view 5 5 we think that the predic- 
tion of their children's being as aforetime, implies that as 
they with their believing parents were always conſidered as 
having a 1 8 unto the diſtinguiſhing privileges and ordi- 
nances of the Lox p's people, even fo it ſhould continue to 
de in the kingdom of CnrrsrT, the Governor of his people 
and Head of the Church. Et erunt filii ejus (ſub. Jacob, 
I, e. Eecleſiæ univerſalis) ficut a principio. i. e. ut 9 
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2. It appears to us that ther apoſtle Peter, 
(with the reſt of his brethren) underſtood the 
commiſſion in this light; this ſeems demon- 
ſtrably evident from his own.words. addreſſed 
unto the people who were pricked in their 
hearts at the pointed diſcourſe, which he de- 
livered on the day of Pentecoſt; in this diſtreſs 
they cried out and ſaid unto ' Peter and to:the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, men and brethren, what 
ſhall we do? Then Peter ſaid unto them, re- 
pent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jxsus CHRIST, for the remiſſion of 
fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Hoy 
Gnosr. For the promiſe is unto you and tq 
your children and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lokp our Gop ſhall call,” 
apoſtle in this place, we muſt obſerve that the 
people who put the above queſtion, were deep- 
ly affected with. a ſenſe of their guilt, in that 
with wicked hands they had crucified and Hain 
the Loxp of Life, treating him as an impoſtor 
and blaſphemer, and who in the height of their 
enmity and rage againſt him had uſed this hor- 
rid imprecation, His blood be on us and 
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pow promulgatam, ſab. fœdere Abrahami.” Poli Synop. 
In Engliſh thus, And his children (iz. Jacob's, i. e. the 
niet church) ſhall be as from the beginning, namely, 
as they were before the promulgation of the law, under the 
Abrahamic covenant.“ — Should any one fay of this inter- 
pretation, Sed hoc argutius puto,“ he ae to think 


as he pleaſes; we judge otherwiſe, and chearfully leave the 
candid Reader to his own determination. * 
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our children, Matt. xxvii. 25. Thus ng 


him, as it were, to do his worſt, they care 

not for the conſequence ; but now underſtand- 
ing that this ſame Jzsvs whom they had thus 
ignominiouſſy treated was raiſed from the dead 
and by the right hand of Gop exalted where 
he ſhould reign in glory until all his foes were 
made his footſtool, (i. e. utterly ſubdued un- 
der him) and when they heard the apoſtle make 
the application of this unto them in particular, 
faying, Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael 


know aſſuredly, that Gop hath made that ſame 


Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Loxp and 
Currst. (1. e. conſtituted him the Head over 


_ all things unto his church) Now when they 


heard this they were pricked in their heart, 
and in their agony cried out, what ſhall we do? 


Thus they began to fear that wrath they had ſo 
 impiouſly dleffed ſpould fall on them and their 


children, according to their dreadful impreca- 
tion. To alleviate their forrow under this 
load of guilt, the apoſtle tells them what they 


mould do, even repent and be baptized for the 


remiſſion of fin, aſſuring them they ſhould 
receive the gift of the HoI Y GHOST. Li. e. 
They ſhould make it manifeſt that their minds 
were changed as to their views of the perſon, 
character and work of the Loxp JESsus CHRIST, 
and as ſuch, confeſſing their guilt before God, 
ſhould now practically declare that they hoped 
for pardon and remiſſion of their fins through 
that blood in which they had imbrued their 
guilty hands, and ſuch ſhould they find its 
7 efficacy 
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efficacy that inſtead of being caſt out of the 
houſe and family of Gop, as they feared, they 
ſhould receive the gift of the Holy Gnrosr, in 
his ſanctifying comforting influences, and as 
the ſpirit of adoption whereby they ſhould cry, 
with filial confidence and affection, Abba 
Father ;''—and for your further encourage- 
ment, hear the gracious declaration! The 
promiſe is to you and to your children, and fo 
extenſive is the grace of this diſpenſation, that 
it is not to you only who are Jews, but its be- 
nefits and bleſſings ſhall reach the gentiles alfo, 
even all that are afar off, as many as the Lozp 
our God ſhall call, and thus they ſhall be fel- 
low heirs of the grace of life, and partakers 
of the promiſe even as we and our children. 
 ——— This interpretation we think natural, eaſy, 
and connected with the ſcope and deſign of the 
place; and to us it appears peculiarly ſuitable 
to give relief unto the minds of thoſe who in 
their diſtreſs cried out, What ſhall we de? 
We ſubmit the deciſion to the candid Reader. 
n purſuit of our argument we add. 
. 3ly. That Paul evidently confiders the chil- 
dren of believing parents as being in a ſtate 
different from thoſe who believe not, 1. Cor. 
vii. 14. Elſe were your children unclean, 
but now are they holy.” To ſay that they are 
holy by nature, which others are not, no ſober 
man will advance; to affirm that their being 
holy intends no more than that they are legiti- 
mate, is to place them in no line of diſtinction 
from the groſſeſt idolators under heaven, whey 
: e 
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ir dpeir parents were married aceording to the 
legal cuſtoms of the nations where they dwelt, 4 
are as legitimate as his Royal Highneſs he | 
Prince of Wales. Their © holineſs therefore 
muſt mean a relative holineſs, or nothing; at 
leaſt we are not able to conceive what it can 
import; many others, are of the ſame opinion; 
the ſentiments of one, in particular, I beg 
leave to recite, and that, more eſpecially, be- 
cauſe” tis well known that, in learning he was 
ſuperior to many, in candour inferior to none; 
this was Dr. Doddridge, whoſe paraphraſe on 
the above paſſage is as follows, “ The un- 
believing husband is ſo ſanRtified to the wife, 
and the unbelieving wife ſo ſanctified to the 
huſband that their matrimonial converſe is as 
lawful as if they were both of the fame faith: 
otherwiſe your children in theſe mixed caſes 
= were unclean and muſt be looked upon as unfit 
_ to be admitted to thoſe peculiar ordinances by 
which the ſeed of Gop's people are diſtinguiſh- 
ed; but now they are confeſſedly holy, and 
are as readily admitted to baptiſm in all our 
churches as if both the parents were chriſti- 
ans. And then in a note ſubjoined he adds, 
e on the matureſt and moſt impartial conſider- 
ation of this text, I muſt judge it to refer to 
9 infant baptiſm. Nothing can be more appa- 
= rent than that the word holy ſignifies perſons 
FE who might be admitted to partake of the diſ- 
=—_ tinguiſhing rites of Gop's people; compare 
_— Exod. xix. 6. Deut. vii. vi.—xIv. 2—xxvi. 19 
9 Exxxiii. 3. and Ezra. ix. 2. with Ia. xxxv. 8. 
| — Iii. 1. 
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ili. 1. Acts x. 28.—And as for the interpre- 


tation which ſo many of our brethren the 
Baptiſts have contended for, that holy ſignifies 
legitimate; and unclean illegitimate: (not to 
urge that chis ſeems an unſcriptural ſenſe of the 
words) nothing can be more evident than that 
the argument will by no means bear it; for it 
would be proving a thing by itſelf, idem per 

idem, (as the logicians phraſe it; i. e. it would 


be) to argue that the converſe of the parents 
was lawful becauſe the children were not baſ- 


tards; whereas all who thought the converſe 
of the parents unlawful muſt of, courſe think 
that the children were illegitimate.” Thus 
we think the-infants right unto. the ordinance 
for which we plead is very clearly founded on 
the commiſſion given by our Lorp to his 


Apoſtles that Peter and his brethren evi- 


dently underſtood it in that light, as appears 
from his diſcourſe on the day of Pentecoſt, 
when the HoLy GrosT came upon them) and 
that Paul, agreeably hereunto, makes a plain 
d between the children of believers 
and of thoſe who believe not; the nature of 
which diſtinction, what it is, and wherein it 
conſiſts, we have now conſidered. 10 


us therefore it appears incontrovertibly evi- 
dent that the claim we make in the behalf 


of infants, is according to the mind of Cunts 
and the ſenſe of his Apoſtles: However, ſee- 
ing there are thoſe Who think amis. We 
ſhall, as Propotive: 


a III. Re- 
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UI. Reply to ſome GbjeSidfs: — 
iſt. It is ſaid that John and the apoſtles 
required faith and repentance of thoſe they 
baprized ; infants are incapable of either, there- 
fore they are improper ſubjects.” This by 
many is deemed unanſwerable; but wherefore ? 
ſurely for want of conſidering that when the 
ordinance of baptiſm was firſt introduced they 
muſt baptize ſuch if any.” But are we there- 


fore to conclude that they did not afterwards 


baptize their children? The adult were cir- 
cumciſed, therefore on a parity of reaſon chil- 


dren were not circumciſed. The concluſion 


might be drawn from the premiſes as juſtly in 
the one cafe as the other.” It ſhould be ob- 


ſerved, that, © All of whom a declaration of 


their faith in CHRIST was required before bap- 
tiſm had been bred up Jews or Heathens. We 
ſay all, becauſe we do not remember a ſingle 
inſtance recorded in the New Teſtament in 
which the Apoſtles required or advifed the 
baptiſm of ſuch as were the children-of chriſ- 
tian parents to be deferred until they believed.“ 
Adding, — Should any then, in order to inſinu- 
ate that children have no right to baptiſm, 
1 aſk, © Can your infants repent and 
believe ? we would reply in the words of the. 
Author quoted above, © Do you not hope, that 
ſuch of your dear little ones as are taken away in 
their infancy are 3 of inheriting the bleſ- 
ſings of eternal life? or, in other words, that 


they may be ſaved ? Who ns be raſh and 


hardly 
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hardy enough to deny that —But faith is re- 
quired in order. to ſalvation.—In connection 
with our Lonp's commiſſion. to baptize and 
Preach the goſpel, He ſays, © he that believeth 
hall be ſaved; but he that believeth not 
- ſhall be damned. ” Therefore you mult either 
ſuppoſe that your children are capable of 
believing, or that the requirement extends only 
to ſuch in adult years, as are capable of be- 
lieving, or elſe (horrendum diftu !) that your 
children are all damned, and that becauſe they 
cannot believe. If you fay that ſuch only are 
required to believe, in order to their ſalvation, 
who are capable of it, we reply, ſuch only are 
required to believe in order to their being bap- 
tized, who are capable of believing” —But 
It is aſked, 1 | 
Aly. What benefit can it be to children ©, 
are incapable to underſtand what is done or 
meant thereby? To this we reply, Let the 
= W tell us what ſervice it could be to in- 
fants to be circumciſed? If they ſay, © That 
rite had reſpect e things only, and 
as ſuch, was expreffiye of the childrens intereſt 
in the land of Canaan, as the ſtock of Abra- 
ham, Let them anſwer the arguments that 
have already been advanced to prove that it 
had reſpect unto the covenant of grace; we 
are not inclined to be put off with aſſertions, 
nor to conſider evaſions as arguments; we aſk 
for proofs, founded on expreſs ſcripture teſti- 
mony, or ſolid. reaſons fairly deduced, there- 


from know indeed, that ſome will give for 
anſwer 
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e) 
anſwer an addreſs of wonderous weight, Who 
ſent you to old Teſtament rites for New Teſta- 
ment ordinances?” We in our turn will aſk, 
Who taught our opponents to ſet aſide the 
old Teſtament in this caſe wherein the Apoſtles 


1 confeſſedly refer to it in many inſtances? J 
| mean on the ſubje& of the Abrahamic covenant 
ſ with the childrens right therein. However to 
| come to the point, we beg leave to ſay that it 
1 appears to us a very fallacious way of arguing 
| againft infant baptiſm ; to aſk, © What good 
| can it do them? Let it firſt be proved that | 
i CHRIST deſigned it nor, and then we will iften 
of to its weight; till that is the caſe, we ſhall reſt 
f ſatisfied in the wiſdom of Gop who appointed 
7 it, as a ſufficient reply to all objections on this | 
F. head. Here we may ſafely reſt the cauſe. But 
JF we are free to obſerve, and firm to aſſert, that 
” It may be of much profit to children every 
I: way. Are they not hereby taken under the 
z churches care and watch? And are not ſuch 
LY churches concerned to enquire into their ſtate 
J as they advance in years to repreſent unto 
I them the importance of walking in the ways of 
1 that Gop to whom they were early given up by 
1 their pious parents ?—To ſay that this is no 
| id privilege becauſe Gop can work upon their 
F minds without it, and unleſs he does twill be 
to no purpoſe, 1s, in our apprehenſion, much 
the ſame as to ſay that church diſcipline is no 
privilege, becauſe Gop can keep his people 
without their watching over one another; and 
: therefore 
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therefore tends to ſap the foundation ef ll 
church order, ſeeing Gop can work without it 
according to his will, © But ſuppoſe they die 
in their infancy what then will it avail! 5 We 
reply the believing parent may reſt aſſured that 
Gop in CuRIST will be the Gop of their ſeed 
according to his word and therefore receive 
them into that city which he has prepared for 
his people. Currsr ſays, « Of: ſuch is the 
kingdom of Heaven.“ —* But will it not fol- 
low hence that all born of chriſtian parents muſt 
be ſayed, ſeeing Gos is the Gop of their ſeed,” 
and ſo tends to build them up in preſiimpeion 
and deceive them by a vain hope ? We anſwer 
that when they come to adult years if they walk 
not in the ſteps of their chriſtian parents, they 
have no more cauſe to boaſt on their being the 
_ deſcendants of believers, than the unbelieving 
ago had in their being the children of Abra- 
am.——It appears to me that this ordinance 
is eminently calculated to inſpire chriſtian pa- 
rents with hope and gratitude towards Gop re- 
ſpecting their little ones as baptiſm is a very 
expreſſive ſign of regeneration or the renewing 
of the Holy GnosT; and of the benefits low- 
ing from the death of Cnrisr, fo the delight- 
ful conſideration arifing from the encourage- 
ment that chriſtian parents have to bring their 
children unto Gop in that ordinance, is, that 
they are ſubjects capable of inheriting thefe 
bleſſings, and theretore if taken from them in 
their they may in regard to their ſtate, 
exerciſe 
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| OPER” their faith and hope in a Conenant- 
i Gop, with the greateſt confidence.“ What 
then is rhe caſe of infants born of unbelieving 
1 parents.” As ſuch parents are unconcerned 
—_—_ about their own ſouls it is not to be thought 
— they ſhould be careful about their offspring, 
F and it certainly becomes us to leave them in 
I: the hands of a merciful Gop--whoſe, wiſdom 
cannot err, whoſe juſtice cannot ſwer ve. 
5 As we have been aſked; © What good can bap- 
1 tiſm do to little children.” We in our turn will 
9 enquire what good can baptiſm do the adult ? 

. nay, what good is it intended to do them ?” 
It is ſuppoſed they are true believers then; 
F this therefore mult be to teſtify and Rrengthen 
® their faith; but conſidered in this light, it 
coincides. with the deſign of the LorD's = 

L 2 . ..So. that upon this ſuppoſition, we have two 
: = poſitive, inſtitutions to anſwer the ſame end; 
_—_ both intended to expreſs and promote chrif- 
—_ tian eſtabliſhment and edification, not one to 
=_ ö initiate to chriſtian ieee or 5 qur # 
- title to them. Adding. | 
_ 3dly. Some haye objected to it on this 
—_ ground, that © Whatſoever is not of faith is 
= lin.” But whoever attends unto that paſſage, 
—_— (Rom. xiv. 23.) will find that the Apoſtle is 
-_— _ ſpeaking ds of perſons doubts about what 
= was lav-ful and what not, in regard to jewiſh 
= diſtinctions of meats as clean and unclean, ar- 
| guing that if any eat of what the jewiſh law 


Pronounced unclean without being: fully 1 
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fied that theſe diſtinctions were removed by 615 7 
goſpel, he would be guilty of an heinous of- 
fence by preſuming to do that which he believ- 
ed was not warranted by the word of Gobp; 
hence he ſays, He that doubteth is damned 
if he eat (i. e. condemned in his own conſci- 
ence, orſelf-accuſed) becauſe he eateth not of 
faith, for whatſoever is not of faith is ſin. 
This therefore can be nothing to the purpoſe 
for which it is brought; however we muſt. 
conſider it a little further becauſe there are 


thoſe who infer from ſuch an argument that 


the baptiſm of thoſe whoſe parents were not, 
in the ſtrict ſenſe of the term, believers, is 
null and void ; and this, as they judge, per- 
plexeth the ſcheme of infant baptiſm. 
But we reply there is a profeſſion of faith and 
a very ſolemn one too that is made at the ad- 
miniſtration of that ordinance, both in the 
church of England and amongſt Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; and ybeatt obſerved that if men 
herein act the hypocrite with Gop, the fin is 
unto themſelves, and ſhall not retide# his or- 
dinances null and void, for upon that princi- 
ple how could we certainly tell that either 
baptiſm or the Lord's Supper was rightly ad- 
miniſtred by any perſon, or to any people? 
'Tis certain that hypocrites as ſuch, when 
their hypocriſy is known can' have no right 
unto the ordinances of Caurisr ; they have 
neither part nor lot in the matter; tis there- 
fore (even on the Principles of our opponents) 
a pro- 
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a profe fron oaks that can be regarded: I very 


_ readily own indeed that it perſons appear no- 
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toriouſly wicked and evidently unconcerned 
about their own ſouls, tis but countenancing 
their wickedneſs, in ſome ſort, to regard their 
profeſſion of faith when they deſire baptiſm for 
their children; but then if any act ſo incon- 


ſiſtently as to accept their profeſſion, and on 


that ground admit their children, to the ordi- 
nance, tis not for me to ſay that the ordinance 


itſelf is therefore null and void, as to the eſſence 


of it, becauſe the circumſtances of its admi- 
niſtration were not duly obſerved : upon this 
principle we muſt «nchurch every religious fect 
but our on; as indeed (with concern I ſpeak 
it) 'tis well known is the caſe of ſome. While 
therefore we chooſe not to be ſo horridly cen- 
ſorious, we think it right in reaſon, and per 
fectly agreeable to the word of Gop, to fraw 
a line of diſtinction between the eſſence of 
baptiſm and the circumſtances. of its adminiſ- 
tration we are allo aſked, 

Athly. Where is it ſaid, let your children 
be baptized ?” anſwer If the arguments we 
have advanced are true 'tis according to the 
whole tenor of the New Teſtament ;—How- 


ever we might reply to the queſtion by aſking 


another which we think would bear much 


harder againſt our opponents. We aſk there- 
fore © Where do we read that any children of 


chriſtian parents were baptized by the Apoſtles 


after they came to age? We have the hiſtory 
of 


* 
ed 


tay 


of about thirty years in the acts of the Apoſ. 
tles, but no ſuch inſtance is to be found there. 
— Were they then all of them reprobates ? 
Had none of the many thouſands (yea probably 
millions) converted in that time any religious 
children? If ſo, may we not reaſonably con- 
clude that they were baptized in their infancy; 

or that ſome notice would have been taken of 
them in their coming to be baptized when 
adult We ſhall now Eloſe the whole with 
a ſhort 


Addreſs to Chriſtian Parents. 


BRETHREN and fellow members of the 
church of CHRIST, conſider the nature of 
your high and holy calling; remember that 
every thing you do rightly in religion, is a 
reaſonable fervice; keep cloſe then to your 
bibles and to your cloſets, leſt you ſhould be 
turned aſide after vain jangling, and ſo become 
heady, high-minded, and in the event fall 
from your own ſtedfaſtneſs——refle& on your 
obligations to train up your little ones in the 
fear of the Lord; endeavour to ſet before 
them the reaſonableneſs of, and the pleaſure 
there is to be found in, the ways of that 
Gop, to whom you have religiouſly devoted 
them in chriſtian baptiſm ;——bleſs Gop for 
the privilege, and hold it faſt in your profeſ- 
ſion. However, whilſt you claim a right to 
judge for yourſelves, grant to others the ſame 
. 8 
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Uberty. Be patient towards all me 
is praiſe-worthy in any, copy after 
otherwiſe carefully ayoid. Remember tis he 
deſign of the Goſpel to make usa meet for 
Heaven, and the-end of all the ordinances of. 
CHRIsT to carry on, or to increaſe that meet- 
neſs, © till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Sox of 
Gop, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure 
of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Carisr.” 
the purſuit of this may you live——may you 
little ones grow up, and in the poſſeſſion of it 
may we all be found at the end of our race; 
that then we may dwell in the preſence of 
Gop. where there is fulneſs of joy for ever 
more ! Amen, PR 
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